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Franklinia alatamaha

Franklinia
Franklin Tree
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Named for Benjamin Franklin the tree was
discovered near the Alatamaha river in Georgia.
With its showy white autumn bloom followed by
brilliant orange and red leaves, it is prized for its
landscape value.
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A small tree, or more often a
shrub, it has dark brown
smooth bark on the younger
branches.  As the tree ages
the trunk appears vertically
striped.
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The flowers are 3 inches
wide with five rounded white
petals.  In the center are
many bright yellow stamen.
This is one of the few late
summer or autumn-blooming
trees.
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The serrated leaves are short
pointed, from 5-7 inches
long, tapering gradually
toward a very short stem.
They are bright green on top
with an almost yellow-green
central vein.
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