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Acer palmatum

Japanese Maple
Cutleaf Maple
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The many varieties of this tree include deeply cut
split leaves (dissectum), red-purple varieties
(atropupureum), yellow-green leaves (aureum)
and many dwarf cultivars.
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There are many varieties of
the Japanese Maple, some
dwarfs growing no more than
2 feet, other standard
varieties reaching 10--25
feet.  The bark is smooth,
grey-brown and often shows
stress marks on the trunk and
near the base of limbs.
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The seed is carried in the usual maple keys which
form in dense clusters.  The branching seems at
times to wander giving the tree a struggling
aspect.
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Many varieties of the
Japanese Maple exist, but the
leaf is still distinctive with 5-
9 pointed lobes which are
usually cut deeply toward the
center.  The leaves grow
opposite on long stalks, and
are coarsely serrated.
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